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Palm Beach Equine Clinic Welcomes Dr.
Christopher Elliott to the Team

The team at Palm Beach Equine Clinic is excited to welcome Dr. Christopher
Elliott. Dr. Elliott was born and raised in Brisbane, Australia, and graduated
from the University of Queensland's School of Veterinary Science in 2007 with
First-class Honors. Since then, he has become board-certified in Sports
Medicine and Rehabilitation. Dr. Elliott has experience working at Fédération
Équestre Internationale (FEI) equestrian events in more than 20 countries. As
well as being a dedicated FEI Veterinarian, Dr. Elliott has been a Private
Athlete Veterinarian, Team Veterinarian, Permitted Treating Veterinarian, and
Official Veterinarian. Dr. Elliott is the Veterinary Services Manager for FEI
Competition at Wellington International for the 2023 Winter Equestrian
Festival. Keep reading to learn more about Dr. Elliott and his role as a
veterinarian at Palm Beach Equine Clinic.

Dr. Christopher Elliott specializes in Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation.
Photo courtesy of Dr. Christopher Elliott

When and why did you decide you wanted to become a veterinarian?
Like most young boys I knew, I had illusions of grandeur that I was going to be
playing cricket or rugby for Australia. As I got older, I decided I needed to
knuckle down on my studies and veterinary medicine made sense. I decided
this around the age of 15 and since then, there was nothing else I could
possibly imagine I ever wanted to do. My background in horses from my
father’s side and my love of animals from my mother’s side led me to
veterinary medicine as the perfect career and lifestyle choice for me.

What advice would you give someone who wants to become a
veterinarian?
Young people considering a career in veterinary medicine should spend as
much time as possible working in practices in order to fully understand what
makes it a challenging career choice. Aspiring veterinarians should take the
time to truly understand what the profession is really about. I love being a
veterinarian and it is all I could possibly imagine ever doing, but some people
have a job that pays for their lifestyle and other people have a job that is their
lifestyle. Young people who would like to become a veterinarian should be
positive that it is the career they want and enjoy before committing to it.

What aspects of equine medicine interest you most, and what types of
cases do you find most rewarding?
​My chosen specialties are Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation. Ever since I
became a veterinarian, the unique challenges of keeping equine athletes fit,
sound, and competing at the highest level have always appealed to me. I enjoy
performance management, investigating lameness, and helping my clients
achieve their equine athletic goals. Regardless of the competition level, each
combination of horse and rider has specific aspirations, and it gives me great
satisfaction to help achieve those goals. Whether it be in the pony ring, at the
grand prix level, or Olympic level, they all pose their unique challenges and are
equally enjoyable.

Dr. Christopher Elliott in Geneva, Switzerland.
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What is your role as the new Veterinary Services Manager for FEI
Competition at Wellington International?
My job as the Veterinary Services Manager is to provide veterinarian services
during each week of FEI competition. Tasks range from coordinating our Palm
Beach Equine Clinic treating veterinarians on the showgrounds to assisting
during the arrival exams and horse inspections. I am also the Attending
Veterinarian ringside for each night class and FEI class. I have been working
within the FEI all over the world for close to 15 years, and I look forward to
working at this prestigious venue this year.

What are some of your other hobbies or interests?
I love traveling with my wife, Kjersten Lance, and going on fun adventures
around the world. I enjoy all things sports related as well. I love watching team
sports, especially live at the stadium. Coming from Australia, I played cricket
and rugby and still follow them closely. A little-known fun fact about me is that I
collect stamps.

Follow Dr. Christopher Elliott on Instagram

Pro Tips: Eagerly Equine
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Wellington is horse country, and horse country needs world-class facilities like
Palm Beach Equine Clinic, where Dr. Scott Swerdlin serves as president.

Dr. Swerdlin is one of the lucky few who knew what he wanted to do from a
young age – at just 8, he could already foresee a future as an equine
veterinarian. Raised around horses by a polo-playing father, Dr. Swerdlin came
by his passion organically. He studied at the University of Miami, graduated
from veterinary school at Auburn University, and even served with the U.S. Air
Force Veterinary Service before returning to Florida and joining forces with
Palm Beach Equine Clinic.

Continue Reading via Palm Beach Illustrated

PBEC Service of the Week: Alternative Medicine

Acupuncture

Palm Beach Equine Clinic is proud to offer several forms of alternative
medicine, including acupuncture. This form of therapy is based on the
principles of energetic pathways throughout the body that influence associated
internal structures. Energy from these pathways surface at certain
intersections of tissue, identified as acupuncture points, and may be stimulated
by extremely fine gauge needles.

Palm Beach Equine Clinic offers acupuncture as a form of alternative medicine.
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Acupuncture treatment activates the body’s natural healing abilities and can
address a wide variety of issues. Research has indicated that acupuncture
may be an effective adjunct therapy for musculoskeletal, neurological,
gastrointestinal, respiratory, and endocrine conditions. Acupuncture may
induce physiological effects such as pain management, gastrointestinal
regulation, decreased inflammation, and increased circulation. Chronic
conditions such as anhidrosis, heaves, and behavioral issues, may also be
addressed with acupuncture therapy. 

Dr. Janet Greenfield Davis is a certified
veterinary acupuncturist.
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Dr. Janet Greenfield Davis and Dr.
Natalia Novoa are two Palm Beach
Equine Clinic veterinarians that can
provide acupuncture therapy. Dr.
Janet Greenfield Davis studied
traditional Chinese veterinary
medicine at the Chi Institute and is a
certified veterinary acupuncturist. The
treatment plans are unique for each
horse with sessions typically lasting
45 minutes to an hour in length.

Learn More

PBEC Photo of the Week from the Winter Equestrian
Festival
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Upcoming Classes Sponsored by PBEC

Winter Equestrian Festival Week 2
January 21: $50,000 Palm Beach Equine Clinic National Grand Prix during
Saturday Night Lights

Adequan® Global Dressage Festival Week 3
January 26: Palm Beach Equine Clinic Grand Prix CSI4*
January 28: Palm Beach Equine Clinic Grand Prix Special CSI4*

Catch Up With PBEC on Instagram

Palm Beach Equine Clinic Works With AcutePlus

AcutePlus is a veterinary Wellness Membership Plan offered through Palm
Beach Equine Clinic. The program is designed to give veterinarian practices a
way to create a customized annual plan that they can offer directly to their
clients and patients. AcutePlus provides veterinary discounts, equine
protection, and equine loss protection.

Learn More

Register Here
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